
Solid Waste
All packaging materials represented 31.2% of municipal solid waste generated in 2005.   Paper and paperboard
packaging represented 15.9%, while plastics packaging represented only 5.6% of that municipal solid waste.3 All
polystyrene packaging typically comprises less than 1.0% of municipal solid waste that is generated.

Landfills are designed to minimize releases into the air, groundwater, and soils.  For that reason, today’s landfills 
attempt to eliminate contact with air, water, and sunlight, thereby retarding, if not altogether eliminating, 
decomposition of landfill contents.  Plastics do not biodegrade in landfills.  
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- http://www.polystyrene.org
- http://www.plasticsindustry.org
- http://www.plasticsinfo.org/top_level/faqs.html
- http://www.epa.gov/garbage/pubs/msw05rpt.pdf
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150ºF / 66ºC 0ºF / 18ºC
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PS Foam (0ºF/18ºC - 150ºF/66ºC)

 400˚F / 204˚C  40˚F / -40˚C
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